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Pack dates and sell-by dates: 

 

 How long to keep eggs? 

Always purchase eggs before the "Sell-By" or "EXP'" date on the carton. After the eggs reach home, refrigerate 

the eggs in their original carton and place them in the coldest part of the refrigerator, not in the door. For best 

quality, use eggs within 3 to 5 weeks of the date you purchase them. The 'sell-by' date will usually expire during 

that length of time, but the eggs are perfectly safe to use. (Source: USDA/FSIS) 

Use of either a "Sell-By" or "Expiration" (EXP) date is not federally required, but may be State required, as 

defined by the egg laws in the State where the eggs are marketed. Some State egg laws do not allow the use of a 

"sell-by" date. (Source: USDA/FSIS) 

Is an egg that floats still fresh? 

An egg can float in water when its air cell has enlarged sufficiently to keep it buoyant. This means the egg is 

old, but it may be perfectly safe to use. Crack the egg into a bowl and examine it for an off-odor or unusual 

appearance before deciding to use or discard it. A spoiled egg will have an unpleasant odor when you break 

open the shell, either when raw or cooked. (Source: USDA/FSIS) 
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According to the U.S. Dept. of Agriculture Food Safety 

& Inspection Service  (USDA/FSIS), each carton of 

USDA graded eggs must show the date of packaging, the 

processing plant number, and may include an expiration 

date.  USDA assures that all labeling and claims made on 

the carton are truthful and accurate.  To determine 

freshness, a Julian date or pack-date calendar can be 

used.  This three-digit code indicates the date of 

packaging, starting with January 1 as 001 and ending 

with December 31 as 365.  These numbers represent the 

consecutive days of the year.  You can store fresh shell 

eggs in their cartons in the refrigerator for four to five 

weeks beyond this date. 
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